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Source: UK HSE

The UK 
Health and Safety 
Executive recently 
published these 
alarming figures

Source: HSE Summary statistics for Great Britain 2018 and 
www.hse.gov.uk/ statistics/causdis/

http://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/overall/hssh1718.pdf


Controlling Exposures to
Prevent occupational lung disease

in the construction industry

Controlling Exposures to
Prevent occupational lung disease

in the construction industry

Safe Work Australia reports that workers in 
Australia are 8 times more likely to die from 

occupational illness or disease than an accident at work. 
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Occupational Hygienists 
Approached our British 

counterparts to see 
what they were doing.

The UK Breathe Freely 
program has been made 

available to the AIOH.
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Controlling exposures to prevent
occupational lung disease in
MANUFACTURING

“We want Australian workers to be able to go 
home healthy as well as safe at the end of 
each day to their family and friends”.

So… Why is the AIOH running with this?

Occupational hygienists use scientific 
knowledge, skills and experience to assess a 
workplace for potentially hazardous exposures.
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AIOH

Media 
partners

Mining 
companies

Trade Unions

Trades 
associations

Small to 
Medium 
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professional 
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SafeWork 
Australia

Industry 
Groups

Politicians

State 
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Clients

Principle 
Contractors

Large 
Sub-contractors

Small Business

Workers
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What do 
Occupational 

Hygienists do..?
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Source: Australian Tunnelling Society: Doc No.AQWG_2_0.21 

Why is dust a 
problem..?
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Controlling exposures to prevent
occupational lung disease in
MANUFACTURINGHow long can particles stay in the air?
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Controlling exposures to prevent
occupational lung disease in
MANUFACTURING

Not just about silica 
dust or Silicosis…
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Asbestos…
Mesothelioma
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Wood dust…
Nasal tumours
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Controlling exposures to prevent
occupational lung disease in
MANUFACTURING

Stick Welding

Welding fume…
Asthma or Lung Cancers
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Diesel Exhaust Emissions…
Lung Cancer
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Respiratory health issues include 
asthma and cancer  - 6 to 7% of 
cancer in construction due to painting

Volatile Organic 
Compounds…

Formaldehyde…
Isocyanates…
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Controlling exposures to prevent
occupational lung disease in
MANUFACTURINGBreathe Freely Program provides simple & specific information for a 

wide spectrum of airborne exposures across a number of industries: 

• Engineered Stone
• Construction

• Welding
• Mining
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Web based 
information hub

www.breathefreelyaustralia.org.au

http://www.breathefreelyaustralia.org.au/
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What’s been 
developed..?

Good Business 
Case

Management 
Standard

Case Studies &
Good Practice

Toolkit and 
other resources
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We also have a number of reference guides developed and more in the pipeline 
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HI Standard 
Self-Assessment Tool

The HI Standard is a self assessment tool to help companies manage their workplace health risks, by identifying their 
strengths and weaknesses and potential areas for improvement.

https://www.breathefreelyaustralia.org.au/mining/
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Providing & Sharing
Practical Solutions

Occupational Hygienist 

Engaging & Supporting
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www.breathefreelyaustralia.org.au

Join in to be part 
of the solution

Breathe Freely
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